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certainly suggests that it is unlikely that it would
have been finally approved had it not been for
the restless energy of the Archbishop of West-
minster, still in the early years of his life as a
Roman Catholic, but feverishly intent on making
history.

While Manning was using to the full his genius
for persuasion, and perhaps for intrigue, for the
promulgation of the Infallibility decree, another
English Roman Catholic, Lord Acton, whom
Gladstone had persuaded to go to Rome, was
equally energetic on the other side. Lord Odo
Russell, the British Ambassador in Rome, wrote
to the Government of Manning :

" The love of domination is about him, and
when his thin lips smile, it seems to be out of
pure condescension. He is certainly pious and
sincere, wrapped in God, but he is not the
emaciated monk he looks. Under his seraphic
beatitude he retains a wheedling and energetic
policy."

Napoleon III actively intervened in opposition
to the decree, threatening that if it were promul-
gated the French troops would be withdrawn
from Rome and the Eternal City left to the
mercy of the Italian Nationalists. Austria backed
France. Dollinger, the famous German theo-
logian, organised German opposition. Gladstone,